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or Kenneth Grahame. Apologies for likening you to K.G. Xor
do I mean to liken you, here, to any model. Your first three books
were resonant with echoes of other men's styles and work. Not
this. It is independent.
However, as I say, I'm sorry that you denied yourself land-
scape. It is nice stuff. You do it well, too. Perhaps you do not
know that side of the Hayling-Portsmouth area well enough to let
yourself go? Another time I hope you will put your people in a
non-geographical place, and let yourself go, descriptively. If you
can get walking and talking people, you have got one third of
what the novelist wants. The other third is something keener
seen than the earth of our eyes, to set them in: and the last third
is something for them to say better and richer and riper than the
stuff we can say ourselves. You have put each of the ingredients
into one or other of your books. Now I want you to stir them
together into one pudding.
So much for No Love. Forgive the crudity of my criticism. I
have no theory or notion of art: but I do like to read novels. And
there are so many almost good enough: and so few that are quite
good enough to be better, like yours. You are growing all the
time. Yet I wish that you had not written Lady into Fox. Every-
body will urge you all the rest of your life to make them more
toys of the spirit.
We turn over to the Nonesuch Shakespeare. There you1 have
created a most marvellous pleasure. I have handled it ever so
many times, and read The Tempest right through. It satisfies. I
do not feel that I shall ever need to think again of an ideal Shake-
speare. It is final, like the Kelmscott Chaucer^ or the Ashendene
FirgiL And it is a book which charms one to read slowly, an art
which is almost gone from us in these times. Every jewelled word
which Shakespeare uses stands out glowing. A really great
edition. The tact and grace of your editor have been sur-
passing.
I think I like the size and shape and binding almost as much
as the text. The paper too is just right. Altogether a triumph. It
is overwhelmingly good of you to have given it to me. One of
the best things is that it can be done again. Nobody will ever
1 David Gamett was a director of The Nonesuch Press.
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